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Religious Education Policy

The context of RE

As a voluntary controlled school Religious Education is taught in accordance with the
Lancashire Agreed Syllabus 'Searching for Meaning'. This is an ambitious curriculum
and outlines the curriculum intent and methods of implementation that will enable all
pupils to achieve well and attain high level outcomes by the end of each key stage. The
curriculum is taught from Reception to Y6 and reflects the fact that religious traditions
in Great Britain are in the main Christian, while taking account of the teaching and
practices of the other principal religious traditions represented in Great Britain.

The syllabus aims to support pupil's personal search for meaning as they explore what
it means to be human. It follows the Lancashire' Field of Enquiry' medium term
planning model, but also specifies knowledge and skills which build towards clear goals
at the end of each key stage. This ensures that the curriculum is progressive, clearly
sequenced and suitably ambitious. It is rooted in disciplinary knowledge based in
theology, social sciences and philosophy.

We recognise the variety of religious and non-religious backgrounds from which our
pupils come. The taught syllabus is not designed to convert pupils, or to promote a
particular religion or religious belief. As a school we maintain that teaching about
religions and worldviews should be sufficiently fair, balanced and open. We aim to
promote mutual respect and understanding, whilst not undermining or ignoring the
role of families and religious or belief organisations in transmitting values to
successive generations.

Purpose and Aims of Religious Education

We believe that studying religious and non-religious worldviews is essential if pupils
are to be well prepared for life in our increasingly diverse society. Pupils need to
acquire the necessary knowledge and skills to make sense of the complex world in
which they live so that they can 'respect religious and cultural differences and
contribute to a cohesive and compassionate society' (RE Review 2013).

Religious Education provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and
purpose of life, beliefs about God, the self and the nature of reality, issues of right and
wrong, and what it means to be human. Pupils learn to weigh up the value of wisdom
from different sources, to develop and express insights in response, and to agree or
disagree respectfully.

Pupils are encouraged to articulate clearly and coherently their personal beliefs, ideas,
values and experiences so that they can hold balanced and well informed
conversations about religions and worldviews whilst respecting the views of others.
Our curriculum for Religious Education aims to ensure that all pupils:

1. Know about and understand a range of religions and worldviews, so that they
can:
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. describe, explain and analyse beliefs and practices, recognising the diversity
which exists within and between communities and amongst individuals;

. identify, investigate and respond to questions posed, and responses offered by
some of the sources of wisdom found in religions and worldviews; and

. appreciate and evaluate the nature, significance and impact of different ways of
life and ways of expressing meaning.

2. Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions
and worldviews, so that they can:

. explain reasonably their ideas about how beliefs, practices and forms of
expression influence individuals and communities;

. express with increasing discernment their personal reflections and critical

responses to questions and teachings about identity, diversity, meaning and value,
including ethical issues; and

. appreciate and appraise varied dimensions of religion or a worldview.

3. Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and
worldviews, so that they can:

. find out about and investigate key concepts and questions of belonging,
meaning, purpose and truth, responding creatively;

. enquire into what enables different individuals and communities to live
together respectfully for the wellbeing of all; and

. articulate beliefs, values and commitments clearly in order to explain why they

may be important in their own and other people’s lives.
('A Curriculum Framework for Religious Education in England' Religious Education
Council October 2013)

Planning and Delivery

The RE curriculum is planned to develop knowledge and understanding of religious
beliefs, teachings and practices. Pupils have opportunities to develop their religious
literacy and to master the skills needed to analyse and interpret expressions of faith.
The core beliefs and teachings of the religions studied spiral through the curriculum so
that pupils develop a depth of understanding over time. The planning and delivery of
RE aims for children to understand the narrative of the religion as opposed to a
collection of sayings and generalisations.

We have a clear plan for what pupils should know and be able to do in RE by the end
of each key stage. This is explicit in planning and there is a shared understanding
across all those who teach RE.

Legal regulations regarding the teaching of RE are adhered to:
1. Whilst RE is not part of the National Curriculum it is taught as a legal
requirement.
2. The teaching of RE is allocated 5% of the timetabled teaching time.
3. Parents retain the right to withdraw their children from RE if they wish to do so.
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4. RE does not seek to urge religious beliefs on pupils by promoting one religion
over another. RE is not the same as collective worship which has its own place
within school life.

Development of Skills and Attitudes

Skills

In our RE teaching we aim to develop enjoyment of and commitment to learning. We
want the best possible progress and highest attainment for all. Pupils are expected to
be able to talk and write knowledgeably about religions and belief, using subject
specific language accurately and confidently. They should be able to utilise RE specific
skills such as making links between beliefs, teachings and practices; analysing and
interpreting religious texts and understanding symbolism in images, actions and
metaphorical language.

Curriculum overviews have been created, in which each topic in each year group is set
out so that teachers can see the skills children will have developed in previous years
and what skills they are expected to learn during their new topic. This ensures that
learning in progressive in RE and children are constantly developing their religious
literacy.

Attitudes

We aim to help pupils to distinguish between right and wrong. We explore and
encourage values of commitment, fairness, respect, self-understanding and enquiry.
Whilst developing their knowledge we also aim to increase their understanding and
appreciation of the diversity of beliefs and cultures that influence individuals and
societies. We promote equality of opportunity and challenge discrimination and
stereotyping. We aim to develop pupils’ ability to relate to others and work for the
common good, becoming a responsible member of society.

Areas of Study

Christianity is studied throughout school, in every year group. Children will have the
opportunity to study all of the 6 major world religions within their Primary Education.
For most year groups, they will study Christianity principally and a further three
religions have been selected to extend RE teaching; Judaism, Islam and Hinduism.
Instead of Judaism, Sikhism will be studied in Year 3 and Buddhism will be explored in
Year 6. In line with the County Agreed Syllabus the teaching of religions will reflect the
fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian. Teachers
have been encouraged to link RE where ever possible to other areas of study in their
year group.

Cross Curricular Links
RE is taught as a discrete subject, however, where possible, meaningful links are made
with other subjects. We want to make links where these links enhance RE and

contribute to the children’s enjoyment of the subject. We do not, however, want to
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create tenuous links which would detract from the true nature of RE. Members of staff
are encouraged to write complete units of RE work if they feel they would link in a
meaningful way with the overall topic for the term.

We aim to link our RE work with other subjects across the curriculum such as Drama,
Literacy and Art. This is to prevent pupils seeing RE as a subject in isolation. We aim to
embed RE in our curriculum through a range of subjects and approaches. However, as
a staff we have agreed to plan RE as a separate subject rather than using our cross
curriculum web. Plans will have the question focus sheet attached to ensure the focus
for the unit is clear from the beginning. ICT will be used for research, presentation of
work and as a teaching resource.

Themed days and visits

On occasions, RE will be taught through a themed day and block of days, where it will
enable the children to experience a range of activities related to the religion they are
studying. On such occasions, visits or visiting speakers will be arranged wherever
possible; to enhance learning experience for the children. The whole school will take
part in such activity days and a completely cross curricular approach is taken. Visits to
places of interest will be arranged whenever they support and enhance the teaching
of RE with school. This contributes to the children’s understanding of the wider world
and acceptance of the beliefs of others.

Foundation Stage

RE is a statutory requirement for all pupils in Foundation stage. At Baines we use the
exemplary units from the Lancashire Agreed Syllabus 2021 as a starting point for our
teaching. In EYFS the children will explore some of the main world festivals such as
Christmas, Easter, Diwali, and Ramadhan through continuous provision under the
heading Special stories, Special World and Special Times.

RE at Foundation Stage aims to meet the interests and needs of the individual children
and is taught through a creative curriculum based approach.

Monitoring & Evaluation

Standard self-evaluation procedures are used to monitor and evaluate pupil
achievement, the quality of teaching and the effectiveness of curriculum provision in
Religious Education.

The subject leader will maintain a clear overview of the intent, implementation and
impact of Religious Education through planned monitoring tasks included with the
school's overall monitoring schedule. This might involve reporting to SLT and
Governors to support their evaluation and contributing to the school's 'self-evaluation'
in preparation for the next Ofsted inspection.

It is the statutory duty of the governing body to ensure that:

. Religious Education is included in the basic curriculum and that the school
meets its statutory duties.
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. Sufficient time and resources are devoted to Religious Education to provide a
curriculum of quality.

Assessments in RE

Lancashire’s SACRE requires that we report AT1 and AT2 levels at the end of each Key
Stage, to enable efficient monitoring of RE provision within school.

Reports to parents on pupils’ attainment and progress in RE will be made in the annual
school report issued at the end of each school year.

Resources

A variety of resources will be used in the teaching of RE where appropriate. These are
stored in the Key Stage 2 corridor clearly marked with the relevant religion.

Children have access to school library books, books on loan from Lancashire services, a
wide range of ICT materials used in the classroom on interactive whiteboards,
artefacts where available and visits / visitors to reinforce classroom teaching.

Different learning styles will be provided for, where appropriate. Whilst RE is a
curricular discipline in its own right, there are many cross curricular links which can
link RE topics to other subjects on the timetable: Literacy, Drama, Art, Music, DT &
PSHE for example. Themed days will be arranged where suitable, to link these subjects
and enhance the teaching of RE at Baines.

Vicars regularly visit our school to teach children through assemblies. Other visitors
can be arranged to support the teaching of a particular topic.

Inclusion

RE is particularly valuable in areas relating to inclusion, promoting respect for all,
appreciating differences in others, and developing a pupil’s self-esteem. When
planning activities, teachers should take account of the needs of individual children in
their class in order that all children are able to access the RE curriculum. The
curriculum should be adapted to meet the needs of individual children or groups
whenever necessary and differentiated appropriately.

Withdrawal

We note the Human Right of parents to withdraw their children from Religious
Education and of teachers to withdraw from teaching the subject. We aim to provide
an open curriculum which can be taught to all pupils, by all staff.

Teachers are asked to refer to the head teacher any questions from parents about
withdrawals. Requests for full or partial withdrawal from RE should be made in writing
to the head teacher and a record kept of them.

Our full guidance on withdrawal can be found on the school website.

Radicalisation and Extremism
All staff have received up to date training on child protection issues and are fully

aware of the dangers of radicalisation and extremism in the modern world. Any
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concerns in school would be recorded on a concerns form and the matter would be
reported immediately to the Head.

Moral Development

RE has an important role to play in promoting SMSC and the fundamental British
Values within the school and this is built into our curriculum plans. RE contributes to
pupils” personal development and well-being and to building integrated communities
by promoting mutual respect and tolerance in a diverse society. Studying RE helps
develop a knowledge and understanding of the beliefs and values which have shaped
and continue to have an important influence on the world that we live in. It provokes
challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about
God, the self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong, and what it means to
be human.

Our school values include: telling the truth, respecting the rights and property of
others, acting considerately towards others, helping those less fortunate and weaker
than ourselves, taking personal responsibility for one’s actions, self-discipline. We
reject bullying, cheating, deceit, cruelty, irresponsibility and dishonesty.

We hope that before children leave our school they know right from wrong, can
articulate their own attitudes and values, can take responsibility for their own actions,
recognise the moral dimension in situations, understand the short and long term
consequence of their actions for themselves and others, develop a set of socially
acceptable values for themselves, and behave consistently in accordance with their
principles. This supports our school mission statement:

We are a friendly, safe, caring community in which everyone can be happy and
confident and where children can reach their full potential.

Blended learning

By developing a blend of in-school and distance learning, teachers can support
students and help to individualise learning, increase learners’ autonomy, motivation
and agency and improve learning skills towards becoming self-directed learners.

To do this in Religious Education teachers will set and respond to tasks using online
platforms such as Purple Mash, Class Dojo etc. These will be used as homework or
work to be completed in school.

Teachers will share videos with parents/carers and children to introduce new units of
work. These will highlight learning from previous year groups (where applicable) and
the skills that children will have used before and are to build upon. Key vocabulary to

be used in the forthcoming unit and skills to be developed will also be introduced.

Review
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The specific needs of RE as a subject area will be detailed annually in the school
development plan by the subject leader. Previous targets and statement of objectives
will be evaluated at this time.

Any staff training required will be delivered by the subject leader and updates from
the Lancashire RE support group will be passed on to specific members of staff as
required.

This policy will be reviewed annually and updated as required. The original RE policy
was written in November 2006 by the RE subject leader.

The policy has since been reviewed annually — September 2010, October 2011,
December 2012, November 2013, November 2014, October 2015, September 2016,
October 2017, September 2018, October 2019, September 2020, July 2021,
September 2022, July 2023.

This policy has been reviewed and agreed by:

(RE Subject Leader)

(Head teacher)

(Governor)

Date: July 2023
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