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Year 2 – Spring Term 1 – Madagascar (Study of a non-European) 

Intention: In Geography I will learn… 

Knowledge 

●to name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans. 

●Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area 
in a contrasting non-European country. 
●Identify the location of hot areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles  

●Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical and human features. 

Vocabulary 

Antananarivo the capital city of Madagascar 

Africa the world’s second largest continent 

beach a landform along the coast of an ocean, sea, lake, or river that usually consists of loose particles, 

such as sand, gravel, shingle, or pebbles 

capital city city from where the government of a country functions 

chameleon  a type of lizard that can change the colour of its skin 

climate general weather conditions of a region 

coast the land next to the sea 

continent is one of several large landmasses 

country an area of land that has its own government, army, etc. 

endangered any type of plant or animal that is in danger of disappearing forever 

equator an imaginary line that is drawn around the middle of the Earth to divide it into the Northern and 

Southern Hemispheres 

fossa a mammal in Madagascar that is related to the mongoose 

hills a naturally raised area of land, not as high or craggy as a mountain 

island an area of land that is surrounded by water 

landscape a large area of countryside, especially in relation to its appearance 

lemur mammals known for their large eyes and monkey like bodies 

National park  a park or an area of land officially protected by a nation's government 

Malagasy People from Madagascar/the language spoken in Madagascar 

mountain  a landform that rises high above its surroundings and is taller than a hill 

ocean a huge body of salt water 

plain a broad area of relatively flat land 

rainforest are forests with tall trees, warm climates, and lots of rain 

river a flowing, moving stream of water 

temperature how hot or cold something is 

tropical very hot and humid 

 

What should I already know? 

▪ That the world is made up of land and sea. 
▪ There are seven continents in the world. 
▪Where the United Kingdom is on a map of 
the world. 
▪ The seasonal and daily weather patterns in 
the United Kingdom. 
▪Lapland is a cold place in the world. 
▪ Cold places are near to the North and 
South Poles. 
 

 

 

 

Geography Skills 

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to 

identify the continents and oceans of the 

world. 

 Use maps to identify human and physical 

features. 

 Use aerial photographs and plan 

perspectives to recognise basic human and 

physical features. 

 Plan a simple route on a map of the world. 

 

 


